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The Holy Cross Herald November 2018
The Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    +    51 West Main Street    +    North East, PA 

      ”By the power of the holy cross…”  
                                                            

                          ANNUAL         
                                 MEETING 

                               Holy Cross‟s annual     
Congregational Meeting was held after 
the 10:30 eucharist on October 28, with 
only 10 people attending.  Dinner was 
leftovers – the ham, scalloped potatoes 
and green beans from Charlie Taccone‟s 
funeral, another remembrance of this be-
loved member. Meditation was on prayer, 
small groups discussing how, when and 
why they pray, and then taking a „quiz‟ on 
finding prayers appropriate to various oc-
casions in the Book of Common Prayer. The 
parish‟s familiarity with the BCP is dem-
onstrated each time we say Morning Pray-
er on a Sunday, and congregants offer 
their own prayers from the many provi-
ded; so although chrysanthemum prizes 
were offered to the „winners‟, everyone 
seemed to win, and the mums went to 
whoever wanted one. 
 

Business this year was sparse.  Reports 
from the various parish „departments‟ are 
included below.  Anne Bardol presented 
the budget for 2019, in two forms, depen-
ding on how many Sundays our priest 
takes as vacation.  We are now facing a 
decline in pledge income, having lost sev-
eral significant pledges in the past few 
years, and Anne is having to do even 
more than the usual finagling to make  

 

ends meet.  The parking lot‟s completion 
may leave us with a surplus, but we won‟t 
know that for some time.  
 

Carol Carlson proposed a radical depar-
ture from present practice: placing this 
year‟s Wine Festival proceeds into the in-
vestment account rather than giving them 
away.  She emphasised that this should 
not be seen as backing away from our 
strategy of giving ourselves away, but as a 
deferred investment in outreach by way of 
new leadership that would be committed 
to it.  The sooner we can pay for a new 
priest, the sooner we can reap the fruits 
of stronger outreach to the community. 
The proposal got a lukewarm reception 
and will need further consideration.  So 
great a departure from business as usual 
will have to be carefully discussed, as our 
prospects for clergy supply and the details 
of our financial situation become clearer. 
 

We proposed Bill Miller for membership 
on the Bishop‟s Committee, with Deb 
Huck consenting to fill out the other va-
cancy until we find a permanent replace-
ment.  Anne Bardol and Lisa Furey will 
be our delegates to diocesan convention 
next year with Deb as alternate.          + 

 

Let us give thanks to  
the Lord our God! 
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                                 November  Calendar 
1 – All Saints‟ Day  
      Church open for prayer     10 am-2 pm  
2 – Supper /Study /Service              6 pm 
4 – 24th Sunday after Pentecost  
   Daylight savings time ends – fall back! 
5 – AA open meeting                       8 pm 
6 – Church open for prayer     10 am-2 pm 
7 –NE Council of Churches      11:30 am         
8– Church open for prayer      10 am-2 pm 
9 – Supper /Study /Service              6 pm 
10 – Cookie baking for Xmas Boutique 
      Move the Mountain food collection     
11 – 25th Sunday after Pentecost 
12 – AA open meeting                     8 pm       
13 – Church open for prayer   10 am-2 pm 
15 – Church open for prayer   10 am-2 pm 

16 – Supper /Study /Service            6 pm  
18 – 24th   Sunday after Pentecost  
19 – AA open meeting                    8 pm -  
20 – Church open for prayer   10 am-2 pm 
22 – Thanksgiving Day  
             Thanksgiving eucharist      10 am 

                            Now thank we  
                                    all our God! 

                        25 – Last Sunday after     
                                                Pentecost               
             The Feast of Christ the King 
                          Pledges dedicated 
 [  Wreath-making after worship  [  

26 – Setup begins for Xmas Boutique      
         AA open meeting                    8 pm  
27 – Church open for prayer   10 am-2 pm                                
29 – Church open for prayer   10 am-2 pm       
30 –  Christmas Boutique  9 am – 5 pm            

                 Advent Wreath Workshop                   
                                        The annual Advent wreath work-                
                shop will be held this year after   
                     the Sunday eucharist on No- 
             vember 25, in the parish hall. We 
will have a little post-Thanksgiving lunch 
to get us started, and then everyone is in-
vited to make beautiful wreaths for the 
church and homes. (We might even make 
a few to sell at the Christmas Boutique! )  
Please bring greens to church that day – 
pine, spruce, arbor vitae, juniper, ground 
pine, box, whatever stays green and does 
not shed. We have plenty of wreath-forms 
and decorations and are happy to provide 
on-the-job training for novices.  A great 
way to begin the Advent and Christmas 
seasons!                                                 + 
 

Parish record 

Christian burial:  
             Charles Clifford Taccone 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 
NWPA  and  WNY  make  history 
 

The joint convention of the dioceses of 
Northwestern Pennsylvania and Western 
New York resulted in the election of our 
bishop Sean Rowe to be bishop provisio-
nal of WNY for the next 5 years. The dio-
cesan staffs will also be combined, along 
with many committee functions, for sub-
stantial cost-savings and efficiencies; and 
the combining of both dioceses‟ mission 
and resources for mission offers unparal-
led opportunity for doing the „new thing‟ 
that God calls us to.  Pray for the work! +  
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Pledge  

Time  

Again 

Holy Cross this year is in the unusual po-
sition of not having enough monthly  in-
come to meet monthly expenses.  As you 
consider your pledge of time, talent and 
treasure to HC, we hope you‟ll make your 
decision in light of the blessings you have 
received.  We constantly trust that God 
will provide for our needs, and that our 
people will rise to the occasion – out of 
gratitude, not guilt – when those needs 
are made known.  Someone commented 
that as she writes the monthly check to 
fulfill her pledge she imagines it as just 
writing a check to God.  Pray for the Ho-
ly Spirit's guidance in determining what 
you might owe to God for all He has done 
for you and everyone at Holy Cross and 
beyond.  Please bring your completed 
pledge card on  November 25th, Christ 
the King Sunday, and join the procession 
to place our gifts to God on the altar.   + 
 

Move the Mountain – 

again ! 
Don‟t forget that Saturday, November 10, 
is the day for collection of food for the 
North East Food Pantry.  Leave a bag of 
non-perishable items hanging on your 
doorknob for pickup on that day, or take 
goods and/or monetary donations to the 
fire station, or write a check to Holy 
Cross, marked, „MTM‟.                          + 
 

Christmas Boutique    
The last day of November will 
be the first day of this year‟s Christmas 
Boutique, a re-run of last year‟s highly 
successful sale and outreach event that 
happens on North East‟s Sugar Plum 
weekend.  Co-ordinator Debby Seifert 
and her elves plan to do the setup in easy 
stages, beginning with a cookie-baking 
party in the parish hall at 10 am on Satur-
day the 10th, to bake and decorate some 
of the hundreds of cookies needed for 
the trays that were so popular last year. 
Everyone is invited to contribute 10 do-
zen cookies of all kinds.  
 

Setup and decoration of the parish hall 
will go on in the week of the 25th for as 
many days as necessary.  All hands are 
invited to be on deck for the fun and 
hard work.  Contributions of other items 
for the sale are invited all month in the 
green room downstairs.                   + 
 

November Birthday 
          29 – Joanne Hopkins                         
 

The Last Word . . . 

Since the Friday night group has begun studying 
my favorite book on the Christian life, The Beati-
tudes: Soundings in Christian Traditions, my thoughts 
are constantly running on its many insights.   So 
this week‟s topic, ‘Blessed are the meek; for they shall 
inherit the earth’, was much on my mind during a 
radio interview with the author of a recent article 
on Newt Gingrich.  Remember him? – the guy 
with the „Contract with America‟, „The Man Who 
Broke Politics‟ in this country.  Gingrich was a 
college professor elected to Congress from Geor-  
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gia, but he wanted more – he wanted power, and knew how to get it.  He recruited a lot of young, TV-savvy 
political novices to be apostles of the new approach.  The strategy was simple.  Knowing that the media love 
conflict, they would produce constant and total conflict, picking fights, insulting, lying about, demeaning eve-
ryone not on their program, even war heroes and statesmen like Bob Dole (John McKain wasn‟t the first!), 
until no business at all could get done in Washington. This would cause „gridlock‟ in the halls of power; then 
they would run for office on the platform that „the system is broken‟ and all the people then in power should 
be thrown out so that the young Turks in Gingrich‟s camp would be elected to replace them.  Political con-
versation would be reduced to catchy slogans and name-calling, not complex, real issues and policies. 
 

This is not slander by his enemies: Gingrich was quite up-front about his aims and tactics. He aimed to des-
troy the broad consensus and mutual respect that had enabled democracy to function here since the second 
World War – and he succeeded.  Politics now in our nation is no longer „the art of the possible‟; it‟s now re-
duction of governance to the impossible, an exercise in total warfare, a zero-sum game in which the goal is not 
to get anything done except consolidate yet more power in the hands of those who already have too much.  
People who don‟t subscribe to that „platform‟ wholeheartedly are simply enemies, who must be exterminated, 
not worked with.  Von Clausewitz‟s dictum that „war is politics by other means‟ has been turned on its head: 
politics is now war, by any means at all; the more violent and treacherous the tactics, the better.  
 

The goal is power, pure and simple – what the power is to be used for is said to be whatever will get the most 
votes from an electorate that is appallingly ignorant (and meant to stay that way) about the actual issues being 
put forward.  The affect that will most motivate the ignorant is always fear: the national debt will destroy us 
(till it has to be doubled to funnel yet more money to the obscenely rich); abortion rights will bring on us the 
wrath of God (despite the fact that abortion rates have been going steadily downward under the birth-control 
and sex-education programs these people are trying to destroy); we are awash in crime (while the crime rate, 
too, has been going steadily down for years); we are in grave danger from the Constitution being flouted (un-
til we want to flout it, radically, for our own purposes); the „caravan‟ of poor and helpless victims of anarchy 
and gang-violence in states that run according to the Gingrich-model, is an „invasion‟ by the kind of people 
the refugees are trying to escape; to help them would be to „destroy our democracy‟.   
 

As we go into yet another election this month, the Gingrich-politics of naked power without principle or re-
straint, which have actually come pretty close to destroying our democracy (which depends on an informed ele-
ctorate) are front and center on the ballot.  And where are the „meek‟, to whom God promises to bequeath 
the earth?  They are where they always are, down at the bottom, waiting for their „inheritance‟ as a gift from 
God, because the powers of this world are surely never going to give it to them willingly.  They are in our un-
der-funded schools and over-funded prisons, on our streets and farms, at our doorsteps.  They are creeping 
painfully toward our borders, where they will be met by thousands of soldiers ordered to shoot to kill.  They 
are in our children‟s concentration camps wondering (as does the government that snatched them away) 
where their parents are.  They are working for corporations that pay their CEO‟s millions upon millions but 
can‟t pay them a living wage.  They are struggling to teach their dark-skinned kids whose lives are cheap how 
to stay safe without teaching them to hate the police who will shoot them on the slightest pretext because 
they have no fear of the consequences.  They are denied their right to vote because their polling place was 
shut down or their wilderness reservation has no „streets‟ to provide them with an address that their state con-
siders „legal‟.  They are black or brown, yellow or white.  They are the people that the Gingriches of the world 
want us to hate and fear.  They are those whom God loves.  They are on no ballots this year.  Those of us 
who can vote, whose voices, for a while yet, can still be heard, need to carry their stories, their voices and their 
pain with us to the polls next week.  History, and the Lord of the earth, will judge our response.       Carol   + 
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Parish prayer list 

 

In our prayers:  David, Reid, Roland, Sue, Walter and Martha, Janet, Jim, Bill, Katie, Gloria, Michael, Ian, Carlo, 
London, Juanita, Dale, John, Joseph, Lou, Jason, Mia, Nels, Gianna, Victoria, Peggy, Gayle, Dan, Marc, Heather, 
Susie, Jane, Tiffany, Amber; the poor and oppressed, unemployed and destitute, refugees, victims of war, terror 
and disaster; prisoners, slaves and all who have no hope; the hungry, homeless, lonely, bereaved or afraid; and 
those who remember and care for them; Heather, Morgan, Chris, Zach, Harrison, Cara, Cordell, Keith, Alex, Co-
rey, Danny and all in our armed forces and in harm‟s way 
 

Our national leaders; the election; the United Nations; the Middle East, Afghanistan, Somalia, Haiti                                

 

Our church: NE neighbors; the new relationship with Western New York; mission, leaders and ministries   
 

                           November Service List 
                                                         

                                                                                      NOV. 4                        NOV. 11                     NOV. 18                    NOV. 25 
 

 

Altar guild                Deb Huck                  Joanne Hopkins              Lisa Furey                  Debby Seifert                  
 

Lector                     Margaret Johnson              Donna Fuller                  Jane Jones                David Pascale     
 

Chalice                           Anne Bardol                    Lisa Furey                   David Pascale             Anne Bardol                     
 

Coffee                       Joanne Hopkins                Anne Bardol                  BRUNCH              Ginny Schwartz 
 

Tellers                   Huck/Hopkins                Beach /Seifert             Creed/Johnson           Furey/Jones 
 

Trash                                                                  –                Anne Bardol              –   
 

                    -                     Many thanks to all who volunteer for these important jobs!               - 
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+   Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    + 
          51 West Main Street 

          North East, PA 16428 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Holy Cross Herald is the monthly publication of the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross, 51 West Main Street in North East, 16428 – also at (814) 725-4679, or on the Web 
at www.holycrossne.org.  Subscribe to the e-edition online – just send your e-mail address 
to us via the website.  Whoever you are, the Episcopal Church welcomes you!  We seek to 
worship God in openness, charity and joy, and serve our neighbors near and far. 
 

Weekly Calendar 

Sunday  8:30 & 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist 
         11:30 am    -    Coffee and fellowship                  
              Brunch (third Sunday of month) 
Monday   
 8 pm - Alcoholics Anonymous  
               open meeting         Downstairs lounge  

                  

Tuesday and Thursday 
10 -2   Church open for prayer & meditation  
 

Friday   
6 pm  Supper /study / service 
                                                        Parish hall 
Saturday  
10 am  (third Sat.)  Craft Group     Parish hall                

 

In this issue: 

Advent workshop          -                   p. 2 
Annual meeting                 -               p. 1 

Annual reports                -                Insert 
Birthdays                      -                     p. 3 
Calendar                    -                        p. 2 
Historic accord                -                  p. 2  
Move the Mountain               -            p. 3 
Parish record                   -                   p. 2    
Pledges for 2019                 -                p. 3 
Prayer list                         -                  p. 5 
Service list                -                          p. 5              

http://www.holycrossne.org/
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   The Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross  
 

Reports  to the annual Congregational Meeting  October 28, 2018
      ”By the power of the holy cross….” 

 

 

                                              

                                                                                             +            Altar Guild         + 

There were no changes to our group this year. We have fulfilled our ministry to this worth-
while mission with only a few people, but everyone has done an exceptional job.  Those 
who have given their time to this ministry have fulfilled their commitment with my very ap-
preciative thanks.  We will continue as we have in the past to prepare our altar for services 
throughout the year.  Our hope will be to purchase a few more linens to update our supply.                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                       Deb Huck       + 
 

+            Bishop‟s Committee        + 
The Bishop‟s Committee has had a full docket this year, with the parking lot project pro-
ceeding slowly along as well as all the other maintenance issues a lively parish presents.  
The spiritual landscape has also been lively, as our monthly meditations took us to places 
we had not previously visited.  The question of adequate preparation of BC members occu-
pied a lot of our time, and we grew in understanding of our statutory responsibilities as 
well as the special tasks unique to this parish.  We were helped greatly by various articles in 
Vestry Papers and are looking forward to a new book of Scriptural meditations we got at the 
end of the year.  [Note from the convenor:  The heroic and selfless efforts of this amazing 
group of people deserve mention.  They have exerted themselves to the utmost, physically, 
mentally and spiritually in every area of their responsibilities, and are committed in every 
way to the goals of this parish and God‟s Kingdom.  It is a constant inspiration to work 
with their dedication, creativity, imagination and hard work.  They deserve the thanks of 
every member of Holy Cross.] 
 

 

+           Food Pantry         +   
The food pantry is sponsored by the Lay Council of Churches in North East and Green-
field Township. The Council consists of 16 churches, and each has three representatives 
on the Board of Directors.  Anne Bardol, David Pascale and Debby Seifert are the repre-
sentatives for Holy Cross.  
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This past year we were responsible for food distribution in March and September along 
with St. Paul's Lutheran Church and Orchard Beach Assembly. The three churches work 
together to determine the selection of food that will be distributed that week, then pack 
the bags and then distribute them to the clients in North East Borough and Township as 
well as Greenfield Township each week. During the two months that we distributed food, 
about 90-100 families were serviced twice each month.  Thanks to all of you who volunteer, 
give food and money to this very worthy mission.                                         Debby Seifert       + 
  

+        Formation       + 
   Our „Advent Conversations‟ on Sunday mornings in December were a stimulating series 
of chats about the meaning of God-in-the-world.  This continued with „conversations‟ in 
Lent on the „marks‟ of Lent – repentance, self-denial, etc. – again stimulating and nourish-
ing. The Friday Supper and Study has acquired two new members (one of whom is HC‟s 
and the Bishop‟s Committee‟s newest member) and now concludes with a eucharistic cele-
bration, since some of the members are unable to come to Sunday morning worship.  They 
are spending the winter with Simon Tugwell‟s wonderful book on The Beatitudes, and new 
members are always welcome.                                                                      Carol Carlson   + 
 

     
 +       Fund-raising / Outreach        + 

We never plan fund-raising events just to make money.  They are always aligned with com-
munity events like the annual Yard Sale weekend in May and Sugar Plum weekend in De-
cember; and always treated as opportunities, internally, to take parishioners‟ unwanted be-
longings off their hands, and, externally, to invite outsiders into the church for a positive 
experience (and information about Holy Cross), and then to distribute the leftovers to 
those in need.  This triple purpose keeps our focus where it belongs, on service to the pa-
rish, town and world, and community-building within the church. That our efforts also 
produced almost $8000 last year is an additional bonus.  We gave away 2/3 of last year‟s 
Wine Festival proceeds and have yet to decide what to do with this year‟s. 
 

Our first event since the last annual report was the Christmas Boutique, which was an ele-
gant presentation of recycled Christmas paraphernalia – trees, trimmings, table and out-
door décor, gifts – and small, medium and large trays of cookies (which sold like the pro-
verbial hotcakes).  We hosted 2 vendors (crafts and hand-made chocolates) and 1 table of 
crafts supporting our delegates to the diocesan mission trip to the Dominican Republic 
(who got all the proceeds, in the end, from the whole sale).  People appreciated the atmos-
phere and bought the stuff all Sugar Plum weekend.  The town-wide Yard Sale weekend 
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was more of the same – we made about $1200 and sent goods all over Erie to programs for 
women, the homeless and the elderly.  The smell of fresh-baked pepperoni balls pulls peo-
ple in by the hundreds – they are often sold before they are even out of the oven.  And 
cards with the HC schedule and invitations to return are sent out in every bag. 
 

Three of us also sold pepperoni balls and made friends for HC at the Old-Time Fourth of 
July in Heard Park.  Then in the fall, our huge effort at the Wine Festival produced 413 
pies and about $5400.  All the pies went out with post-cards inviting people to all the acti-
vities at HC and the Christmas Boutique.  All together we made almost $8000 on all our 
events, „got the word out‟ about Holy Cross to many hundreds of people and are all still 
speaking to each other and planning future events.                                    Debby Seifert    +  

 
 +         Hospitality            +    

      

The hospitality committee provided a variety of services this past year. We started the year 
by hosting the Council of Churches meeting in January, and finished it with the funeral 
dinner for Charlie Taccone.  Thanks to all who helped set up, prepare, serve and clean up 
after the dinner. 

Hospitality bags are given to anyone who visits or attends our church service; this is our 
way to welcome them.  All members also take the time to introduce themselves to any visi-
tor and chat with them during coffee hour.    
 

Throughout the year we had our monthly potluck brunches, which everyone always enjoys.  
This is a wonderful event as we sample different dishes that people make, exchange recipes 
and work together to set up, serve and clean up. It's always a fun time. We also marvel how 
a potluck brunch comes together and we seem to have a very balanced menu. 
 

A welcome addition to our hospitality docket is the arrival of a troop of „Daisies‟ (the youn-
gest group of Girl Scouts) who now meet in our parish hall.  We‟re delighted to have them! 
 

When we work on projects throughout the year (Christmas Boutique, yard sale, 4th of July 
sales, grape pie production and sales, yard work, Christmas decorating etc.), food is always 
provided for the crew.  Thanks to everyone who helps make these projects happen.  Last of 
all thanks to the folks who prepare and serve our weekly coffee hour after (and before) our 
weekly church service.                                                                                   Debby Seifert  + 

 

+            Parish Administrator‟s Report       +      
 

What will be waiting to make up any of the days when the doors of Holy Cross are opened 
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and the space is available for meditation and prayer? It can be almost anything from chat-
ting with some of the town folks who know Holy Cross and doing some gardening to wel-
coming visitors who happen to be in town and see the church open.  It can be former resi-
dents who may have attended Holy Cross in the past and want to see what it looks like 
now. Some are curious about Holy Cross‟s history, others in her beauty and story of how 
that came to be. Still others are thankful that the space is available to pray, or that someone 
is available to talk because it happened to be the anniversary of a recent personal tragedy.  
Whatever the reason or task to be done, the importance of offering a quiet space for every-
one to experience God in whatever form that takes can‟t be overstated.         Anne Bardol  + 

        
                 

+             Pledge Secretary‟s Report          +  
I would like to thank all the members of the church for all the support you have given me, 
and all the members who have increased their pledges, or even just kept them up to date, 
as this affects the work we do now and in the future.  The pledges are coming in consistent-
ly, as always.  I also want to thank Anne for all the help she has given me and all the other 
work she does for our church.  This experience has taught me quite a lot about the finan-
ces of the church and how we all help with them.                                  Lisa Furey     + 

 

+           Property Report         + 
Brian Hathaway has just a little more work to do to complete his portion of the parking lot 
project.   The fence along the creek needs straightened and a short section needs to be in-
stalled to secure the area along the creek.  The cyclone fence is complete, and the arbor vi-
tae have been installed.   We are going to postpone the top soil and grass until next year.  I 
have deleted from the project the barriers next to the creek: they were going to be a signifi-
cant expense and I am not sure we need them.  In addition, Brian was having trouble secu-
ring the material necessary.  The concrete work on the front apron has been completed 
and the lines have been painted.       
 

Transfer of the rear lot to the neighbors is moving along.  We are now waiting for Boro ap-
proval.  After that we need to collect the maps and get them to the Diocese for recording at 
the Court House.  Anne is going to contact the owner of the property next to our parking 
lot to see if he would be willing to sell the lot to us for $1.  If he agrees, we will provide him 
with a thank you letter indicating a value for the lot of $7500 which he can use for tax pur-
poses. I will contact the owner of the burned house next to the vacant lot to see what his 
intentions are.  During the last discussion, he indicated to me that he intended to repair 
the house. The Bishop is in favor of us acquiring both properties.   
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The jungle has been cleaned out along the creek.  A little more must be cleared, but I am 
waiting for Brian to finish the fence before I finish the clearing.  The locust trees have been 
trimmed where they were leaning. I am going to try to straighten the worst ones, but I may 
have to cut 1 or 2 down. 
 

The window in the kitchen will be replaced with a slider in December.  We also received a 
bid to replace all the windows in the hall, but we are not going to act on that proposal at 
this time.    
 

There is a large collection of metal in the basement.  I am going to make a run to the scrap 
yard in the next few weeks.  Everyone with scrap metal is invited to contribute ASAP. 

 

The 300 W incandescent bulbs in the sanctuary will be replaced with LED‟s resulting in a 
decrease in connected wattage with a resultant increase in light output. 
    

The snowblower is ready for the upcoming season.                                       David Pascale  + 

 

                          +           Treasurer‟s Report        + 
 

Thanks be to God and to YOU for your faithful commitment to the missions and minis-
tries of Holy Cross through your pledges and additional gifts.  I began this article in the 
same way last year and will continue because it still holds true.  Everything that happens at 
Holy Cross does so because of you, because you are who and what defines how we get done 
what we do.  “Live as stewards of all that has been entrusted to you.  Use what you have 
been given for God‟s glory and for the coming of God‟s kingdom on earth. Use it to bless 
the lives of others, to bring hope where there is despair, to create possibilities where all 
seems dead and lost.”  This comes from a daily meditation I read called “Brother, give us a 
word” provided by SSJE, Society of St. John the Evangelist. I believe we take this command 
seriously.  Evidence of this is our proactive approach in taking care of our building and 
property, including our parking lot, before anything becomes a major issue, with faith, de-
termination and hard work.  

 

But we (the „holy handful‟, as Charlie used to call us) continually amaze those who read 
our newsletter by how we manage to do so much, on the international, diocesan and local 
levels, when it seems that we have so little.  We tell them how blessed we are and why we 
believe this to be true.  Our living on a „shoestring‟ budget more often than not ($.91 being 
our lowest month-end total for 2018) makes for some interesting reading in the newsletter. 
By that means the story of who we are, what we are about and how we accomplish what we 
do is told to many. And many have said that “we must live by faith” in order to do what we 
do.  Indeed we do!  From experience, we have come to know that God will provide what 
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we need when we need it; and we have not been disappointed.  

 

Perhaps because of this, our ability to “give ourselves away” has increased every year.  Never 
knowing whether our “bricks and mortar” projects have come to an end (something always 
seems to be lurking), our outreach ministries, though strong, can‟t be determined just yet 
as we need to make decisions based on our pledges for the coming year.  The giving land-
scape has changed as we‟ve lost a few of our larger donors (who have died, or moved, or 
lost interest), and the stewardship of our time, talent and treasure now needs to come from 
a raised awareness in us all.  The treasurer‟s report will show you how Holy Cross is doing 
as of this meeting.  A comparison budget has also been prepared so you can see 2018 and 
2019 side by side to see what the 2019 picture looks like.   Significant differences have 
been highlighted to make them easier to find.  Your prayerful consideration of your pledge 
for 2019 will determine how well we accomplish the goals shown, and those we don‟t know 
about yet, in the budget, as we live out God‟s plan for us.                         Anne Bardol       + 

 

 
+      Website      + 

When I‟m asked whether our website is getting the „traction‟ we are hoping for, to tell the 
world who we are and what we are all about, I answer that it seems to reaching a wide audi-
ence, as we hoped it would.  My questioning has ceased as I‟ve received favorable com-
ments on it and the information it provides.  If there is a sermon you heard that you would 
like to read again, it‟s out there under the Vicar‟s page at .  If you‟re curious about news 
from the wider church, it‟s there under the “News” tab.  The website continues to be a 
source of information for anyone looking for an Episcopal church in our area as well 
information on Holy Cross.  An example of this is folks calling with questions about our 
grape pies and mentioning they saw it on our website.  
 

 Monthly information is available as well, such as the Service List and calendar.  The site‟s 
responsiveness has been greatly improved by our new domain provider, SiteGround.   Our 
web designers at Blue Blaze Associates (Sandy Taccone‟s firm) tell me the website will be 
moving to a different platform in the near future that should make it even better. Sugges-
tions are always welcome and encouraged to improve the site for your enjoyment as well as 
for those who might be trying to find out more about us.  Have an idea?  Help us share it 
with the world.                                                                                             Anne Bardol  + 
 

 

   


